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way; his meals are stopped, no girl is offered to him in marriage,
he is denied obsequies and this punishment descends even to the
heirs of the boycotted man! This means leading an army to kill
an ant or, to speak in the language of this age, Dyerism. By
such harassment, communities of a thousand or two thousand
people instead of continuing to live will perish. Destruction is desi-
rable but destruction brought about by force is harmful. If this
destruction is brought about deliberately, then alone will it
provide sustenance to society.

The best remedy is that the mahajans of the various small
communities should join together and constitute a single caste,
and that this big association should merge with other associations
and the four castes should become a single caste. But in the pre-
sent atmosphere of weakness such a reform would be considered
impossible.

That is to say following dharma is as easy as it is difficult.
Just as every organization can promote the growth of dharma,
individuals too can do likewise. An individual should be fear-
less and follow what he regards as dharma and if he is boy-
cotted he should not worry. He should courteously welcome the
three punishments of the caste and should regard them as free
from compulsion. There is no benefit in giving caste dinners,
very often there is in not giving them. I for one regard it a sin
to give dinners after a person's death. Even if a girl cannot
be found for a boy or a boy for a girl in the same community, that
too need not cause worry, because it is no punishment to one
who does not believe in the existence of sub-castes. There will
certainly be no difficulty in getting a suitable match from the
reformers of other groups if the boy or girl herself is worthy. But
if there is difficulty, dharma consists in putting up with it. To a
man of character and restraint these are no troubles at all. He
bears with them with a composed mind. If he does not receive
help from his community at the time of his death, why should it
trouble him? There will be others to help. I have already
written about a hearse. We can do with little help if it comes
into use. And one who cannot command even that little help
should engage labourers. One who is so poor as not to afford even
labourers is a creature of God and he should be confident
that He would send him succour from any quarter. Satyagraha
consists in not being bothered by punishment. Just as satyagraha
is a golden weapon with which to fight the Government, so it is to
fight the caste-organization, because both the ailments are the
same and hence the remedy too is the same. The remedy